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ALUMNI DAY

The May VILLANOVAN has been held up in order

that an account of Alumni Day doings might be includ-

ed in this issue. We were inclined to question the Edi-

tor's wisdom in the matter, but we now think better oi

it and joyfully set ourselves to the task of recording the

features of a day that was eventful in more ways thaii

one. Time and space do not permit a detailed account

of all the doings, which were many and various, so we
shall pick out what we consider the salient points and

try to give in the columns the message which emanated

from the gathering.

The day opened with an inter-class track meet. The

preliminar}^ events were nm off in the morning. The

finals were decided in the afternoon and a goodly gath-

ering of the old "Grads" was on hand to see the boys

go through their paces. We do not intend to give a

detailed account of the meet. The Editor of Athletic

Notes insists on taking care of that little thing. We
will say, however, that keen rivalry was shown by the

different classes and when the smoke of battle had

cleared away the Sophs topped the list by a comfon-

able margin. The real business of the day got under

way with an open meeting of the Alumni Association

in the college auditorium. The Senior Class was in-

vited to attend and it was then that we sat in for the

first time with the Grads. The meeting will never fade

from our memory. It was inspiring and even hectic.

AVe never suspected that men could feel so keenly and

deeply on any subject. We heard one old "Grad" say

that in former years the Alumni meetings consisted of

"Yea, yea," "Nay, nay," but that this animation and

spirit was something new to him. Verily, the organiza-

tion showed itself very much alive and very much in

earnest. The meeting was called to order by Presi

dent Martin McLaughlin. The minutes of the last

meeting were read by Secretary Schneider, who like-

wise read the financial report in the absence of Mr.

McGeehan, the treasurer. The main topic under dis-

cussion was the Alumni Athletic Association. Fr. Grif-

fin was called upon to outline the plan tliat had been

drawn up. The plan as outlined called for a central-

ized committee at Villanova whose work was to be sup-

plemented by regional committees. The discussiou

was centered for the main part around these commit-

tees; whether the central or main committee was tr

consist of men drawn from the locality of Philadelphia

and Villanova or whether the different districts should

be represented. The number on this committee also

came in for considerable discussion. It was finally

decided after the motion had been raised that the cen-

tral committee would consist of fifteen members, nine

of whom should reside in localities of Villanova and
six should be members and act as delegates of the lo-

cal clubs.

Dr. Hickey spoke of the athletic budget and pointed

out that seven thousand dollars ($7,000) was necessary

to defray the expense already incurred and that only

thirteen hundred dollars ($1,300) was then on hand.

It was likewise pointed out that with the new author-

ity that is being placed in the hands of the alumni

there should come an added financial responsiblity.

The minimum dues of the membership in the new Ath-

Itic Association have been fixed at ten dollars ($10)

per annum.

The annual banquet was held at eight o'clock in the

Adelphia and proved a decided success. The speeches

Avere interesting and. to the point while the entertain-

ment was plentiful. Mr. Stanlej^ Coar acted as toast-

master and Mr. John Clark served in the capacity of

master of ceremonies. The speakers of the evening'

were Martin J. McLaughlin, Very Rev. Nicolas J.

Vasey, Dr. Hickey, Rev. Andrew J. Plunket and Stan-

ley J, Smith.

A decidedly new spirit has come into prominence—
a spirit of co-operation and loyalty that has hitherto

been rather indefinite and uncertain. Concrete action

has been promised by different sectional chapters and

there is every indication that Villanova has, in tho

words of one of its "Grads," turned a corner.

;* * " * #
The following article was clipped from the Notn;

Dame Scholastic. It shows that William K. O'Donneli

is gradually attaining his goal.


